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CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for displaying first personal information 
management data (first PIM data) entered on a personal digital assistant (PDA) and second 
personal information management data (second PIM data) entered on a computing device, the 
first PIM data being associated with a first field identifier, the second PIM data being 
associated with a second field identifier, the PDA including a display device, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

retrieving a first time stamp generated when the first PIM data was entered; 

retrieving a second time stamp generated when the second PIM data was entered; 

comparing the first field identifier and the second field identifier; 

comparing the first time stamp and the second time stamp; 

selecting the first PIM data as a primary data field and the second PIM data as a 
subordinate data field if the first field identifier matches the second field identifier and the 
first time stamp is later thea than the second time stamp; 

displaying the primary data field on the display of the PDA; and 

displaying a symbol on the display of the PDA to indicate that the subordinate data 
field is available. 

2. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
detecting a user input associated with the symbol; 

removing the primary data field fi-om the display of the PDA in response to the 
detection of the user input associated with the symbol; and 

displaying the subordinate data field on the display of the PDA in response to the 
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3. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step 
swapping the primary data field and the subordinate data field. 

4. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
notifying a user during a PDA synchronization session that a subordinate data field exists. 

5. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the steps of 
paging through a plurality of subordinate data fields in response to a user command. 

6. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, fiirther comprising the step of 
reading a changed record flag to determine if the first PDVI data changed. 

7. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
^ synchronizing a clock associated with the PDA and a clock associated with the computing 

device during a PDA synchronization session. 

8. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, fiirther comprising the step of 
transmitting a synchronization request to a plurality of PDAs listed in a field specific work 
group, the field specific work group being associated with the first field identifier. 
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9. (Original) A method as defined in claim 8, further comprising the step of 
receiving a work group selection from a user. 

10. (Original) A method as defined in claim 8, 

wherein the step of transmitting a synchronization request to a plurality of PDAs 
listed in a field specific work group comprises the step of transmitting a synchronization 
request via an e-mail message, and 

the method further comprises the step of receiving a synchronization initiation 
message via a TCP/IP protocol from one of the plurality of PDAs listed in the field specific 
work group. 

1 1 . (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
archiving data including the primary data field and the subordinate data field at a host during 
a PDA synchronization session. 

12. (Original) A method as defined in claim 11, wherein the host comprises 
the computing device. 

13. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 1, fixrther comprising the steps 
of browsing the archived data using the PDA and retrieving selected archived data for storage 
in the PDA. 
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14. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of 
automatically deleting a portion of the archived data after an aging period. 

1 5 . (Original) A method as defined in claim 14, wherein the aging period 
comprises a user settable aging period. 

16. (Original) A personal digital assistant comprising: 
a display device; 

a memory device storing a softv^are program, a primary data field, and a subordinate 
data field; and 

a processor operatively coupled to the display device and the memory device, the 
processor executing the software program stored in the memory device; the processor 
retrieving the primary data field and the subordinate data field from the memory device, the 
primary data field being associated with a first field identifier and a first time stamp, the 
subordinate data field being associated with a second field identifier and a second time stamp, 
the first field identifier being equal to the second field , the first time stamp being more recent 
than the second time stamp, the processor causing the display device to hide the primary data 
field and display the subordinate data field in response to a user input. 

1 7. (Original) A personal digital assistant as defined in claim 16, wherein the 
memory device comprises a non-volatile component storing the software program and a 
volatile component storing the primary data field and the subordinate data field. 
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18. (Original) A personal digital assistant as defined in claim 16, wherein: 
the processor causes the display device to display the primary data field and a symbol 

indicative of the subordinate data field; and 

the user input comprises a selection of the symbol. 

19. (Original) A personal digital assistant as defined in claim 16, wherein: 
the processor receives a notification that a subordinate data field exists; and 

the processor causes the display device to display the notification. 

20. (Original) A personal digital assistant as defined in claim 16, wherein the 
processor receives a clock synchronization signal firom a computing device during a 
synchronization session between the personal digital assistant and the computing device. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a software 
program for displaying first personal information management data (first PIM data) entered 
on a personal digital assistant (PDA) and second personal information management data 
(second PIM data) entered on a computing device, the first PIM data being associated with a 
first field identifier, the second PIM data being associated with a second field identifier, the 
PDA including a display device, the software program being capable of execution by a 
processor, the software program comprising: 

a first program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor to 
retrieve (i) a first time stamp generated when the first personal information management data 
was entered, and (ii) a second time stamp generated when the second PIM data was entered; 
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a second program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor 
to compare the first field identifier and the second field identifier; 

a third program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor to 
compare the first time stamp and the second time stamp; 

a fourth program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor 
to select the first PIM data as a primary data field and the second PIM data as a subordinate 
data field if the first field identifier matches the second field identifier and the first time 
stamp is later tbea than the second time stamp; 

a fifth program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor to 
display the primary data field on the display of the PDA; and 

a sixth program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor to 
display a symbol on the display of the PDA to indicate that the subordinate data field is 
available. 

22. (Original) A computer readable medium as defined in claim 20, fiirther 
comprising: 

a seventh program portion which when executed by the processor causes the 
processor to detect a user input associated with the symbol; 

an eighth program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor 
to remove the primary data field fi-om the display of the PDA in response to the detection of 
the user input associated with the symbol; and 

a ninth program portion which when executed by the processor causes the processor 
to display the subordinate data field on the display of the PDA in response to the detection of 
the user input associated with the symbol. 



